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TAX OVERHAUL 


A rush to 
prepay 18 


property 
levies 


The aim is to get the 
uncapped deduction on 
2017 returns. An IRS notice 
may add to confusion. 


By Laura McCrystal 
STAFF WRITER 

The week after Christmas is 
usually a quiet one in the Had- 
donfield Borough offices, with 
few phone calls or visitors and 
employees on vacation. 

But this week is different, as 
hundreds of residents in the 
South Jersey town rush to beat 
the clock on federal tax reform 
by prepaying their 2018 taxes. 

Because other employees are 
off, tax collector Terry Henry has 
been sitting at his office’s front 
desk, answering phones and col- 
lecting checks. About 159 people 
came in Tuesday, he said, and he 
expected that pace to keep up all 
week. 

“There haven’t been lines out- 
side the door, but it’s been con- 
stant,” said Henry. 

The rush is not limited to Had- 
donfield — the tax collector in 
Moorestown said she collected 
$1.5 million in prepaid taxes on 
Wednesday alone — and is 
thanks to the new federal tax bill 
President Trump signed into law 
last week. 

Under the changes, the state 
and local tax deduction, a popu- 
lar write-off in high-tax states 
and for those who itemize taxes, 
will be limited to $10,000. So by 
prepaying next year’s taxes be- 
fore the end of this calendar 
year, taxpayers hope to reap the 
full benefit of the deduction be- 
fore the new ceiling takes effect. 

But, as communities across 
the country grapple with the is- 
sue, the IRS on Wednesday 
sparked new questions and un- 

See PROPERTY TAXES on A7 


Gail Trachtenberg and Lewis Eron 
prepaying part of their 2018 
Cherry Hill property tax bill last 


week. GEOFF MULVIHILL / AP 


By Jason Laughlin 
STAFF WRITER 


TURNSTILES OF PROGRESS 


For Token, an 
Appreciation 


Lailani King, 16, uses tokens because a Community College of Philadelphia program provides 
them, doesn’t know what she’ll do when they are phased out. 


As SEPTA reduces coins availability, an 
elegy for its convenience and history. 


GENEVA HEFFERNAN / Staff Photographer 


typewriter clacking. A droning busy signal on a 
landline. The crackling of a record player needle on 
vinyl before the music starts. Sounds omnipresent 
through a century of American life, largely silenced 
by the digital age. 
Add to that list the clink of tokens in a fare box. 


NEWS AROUND THE CLOCK 


SEPTA announced last week that 
it would remove token vending ma- 
chines at El and subway stops. The 
transit agency plans to keep selling 
tokens for the time being at some 
locations, and will continue to ac- 
cept them, but is gradually taking 
the coins out of circulation in favor 
of the SEPTA Key card and Quick- 
Trips fare tools. Philadelphia is the 
last big American city that still 
uses tokens on transit, and in a few 
years, when the last SEPTA 


will end. 

The token’s extinction is already 
underway. Sales declined to 2.2 mil- 
lion in November, a million fewer 
than in the same month in 2016. 
Businesses along Baltimore Ave- 
nue’s trolley route have cut back on 
stocking them or stopped selling 
them entirely. 

“They changed the system, and 
there’s no reason to sell them,” said 
Scott Lee, of Lee’s Deli at 47th 

Street and Baltimore Avenue. 


token pays for its last ride, 
an era in transportation 


It wasn’t the metallic rattle 
See TOKENS on A8 


THE RUSSIA PROBE 


Trump's lawyers may try to discredit Flynn 


Sources say former national security adviser will be 
cast as a liar if he makes any top-level accusations. 


By Carol D. Leonnig 
WASHINGTON POST 
President Trump’s legal team 
plans to cast former national se- 
curity adviser Michael Flynn as 
a liar seeking to protect himself 
if he accuses the president or 
his senior aides of any wrongdo- 


ing, according to three people 
familiar with the strategy. 

The approach would mark a 
sharp break from Trump’s previ- 
ously sympathetic posture to- 
ward Flynn, whom he called a 
“wonderful man” when Flynn 
departed the White House in 
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February. Earlier this month, 
the president did not rule out a 
possible pardon for Flynn, who 
is cooperating with special coun- 
sel Robert Mueller’s investiga- 
tion into Russian interference 
in the 2016 election. 

Attorneys for Trump and his 
top advisers have privately ex- 
pressed confidence that Flynn 
does not have any evidence that 
could implicate the president or 
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his White House team. But 
since Flynn’s cooperation agree- 
ment with prosecutors was 
made public earlier this month, 
the administration has been 
strategizing how to neutralize 
him in case the former national 
security adviser does make any 
claims. 

Flynn is the most senior 
former Trump adviser known to 

See FLYNN on A14 
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S. PHILA. SLAYINGS 


Witness 
recants 

in death 
of teens 


He had told police what 
led to the shootings, but 
on the stand said it was 
lies and fabrications. 


By Chris Palmer 
STAFF WRITER 

An Instagram beef among feud- 
ing teens may have led to the 
October slayings of two high 
school students in South Phila- 
delphia, a crime that stunned the 
city, devastated several families, 
and for weeks left a neighbor- 
hood on edge. 

But just as prosecutors un- 
veiled the possible motive in 
court Wednesday, their lone wit- 
ness — a 15-year- 
old who is friends 
with the accused 
killer, Brandon 
Olivieri — sudden- 
ly turned hostile, 
refusing to an- 
swer their ques- 
tions and testify- 
ing that his initial 


statement was full Brandon 
of lies he told po- Olivieri is 
lice or fabrica- charged in 
tions by detec- two deaths. 
tives. 

The striking 


turn of events came during the 
preliminary hearing for Olivieri, 
16, charged with fatally shooting 
Salvatore DiNubile and Caleer 
Miller, both also 16. 

Judge Patrick F. Dugan or- 
dered Olivieri held for trial on all 
counts, then punctuated the 
morning-long hearing with a 
thundering soliloquy about the 
toxic mix of teens, violence, and 
easy access to guns in Philadel- 
phia. 

“When the hell are we going to 
stand up in our society and stop 
this crap?” he said. 

The proceeding was the latest 
development in one of the year’s 
most shocking crimes, a case 
that sparked retaliatory violence 

See OLIVIERI on A4 
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AccuWeather report, C8 


Friday 30 | 20 

Saturday 31|18 

E Sunday 24 |12 
Monday 22|12 

Business „s.s... AQ Movies „ss... B12 
COMICS siina B10 Obituaries .......... B8 
Lotteries wow. C8 Opinion wu. A12 


Marketplace. .....C6 


To advertise with us, call 
1-800-341-3413. For a complete 
list of Ad Department numbers, 
see “Contact Us” on Page A4. 


Television ...... B11 


Special YEAR END 
CLEARANCE Financing 
Available! 


See store for details. 


While supplies last. Product prices & availability 
are subject to change. See store for details. 


